
Planning Application Fee Increase

The Town & Country Planning (Fees for Applications, Deemed Applications and Site Visits) 
(Wales) Regulations 2015 came into effect on the 1st October 2015.

Planning application fees are set nationally by Welsh Government and this increase which 
provides an average of 15% across the board is the first since 2009. Planning fees in England 
were similarly increased in 2012.  Based on average fee income over the last 5 years, the 
increase is worth around £79,000 to Bridgend.

In a letter to all local planning authorities (copy attached) the Minister for Natural Resources 
outlined the importance of the planning service in delivering wider benefits to our communities and 
nationally.  He also indicated an expectation that the uplift in income should be used by local 
planning authorities to improve services to its customers and be retained by the planning service, 
along with an appropriate amount of the Authority’s budget, in order to provide and deliver the 
service customers expect.  

Notwithstanding the Minister’s expectations the planning fee increase will help to stem a further 
reduction in service levels as part of the medium term financial strategy but unfortunately will not 
be used to improve existing services.  Whilst the importance placed on the planning function is 
encouraging, the new fees regulations also include a provision (Regulation 9) that requires local 
planning authorities to refund planning fees if applications are not determined within a certain 
timescale and agreement cannot be reached on extending this time period.  This regulation will 
also apply to applications that are awaiting the completion of a legal agreement which, through no 
fault of the local planning authority, may be delayed. Planning fees for major schemes can run into 
many thousands of pounds. 

There is concern that introducing this principle in the planning process will place increased 
emphasis on speed of determination rather than focussing on the quality of a decision and 
outcomes.   This will result in greater pressures on the planning service in Bridgend in terms of 
performance particularly as the planning service has reduced by almost a half over the last 6 years 
due to budget cuts.  Regulation 9 will create an incentive on a local authority to determine an 
application before important matters have been fully understood or alternatively to refuse consent.  
It should be noted that Bridgend, in common with many local planning authorities in Wales, 
opposed this proposal at the consultation stage.  

Regulation 9 will apply to all planning applications submitted after the 1st October 2015. Whilst the 
vast majority of applications submitted to Bridgend are determined well within timescales, delays 
occur for a number of reasons.  For example, the number of consultees to a major planning 
application can be quite extensive and local authorities have no control whatsoever on their 
response timescales, which will impact on the determination time particularly if it is critical to an 
informed decision.   Similarly additional information is often required during consideration of an 
application as negotiations take place with developers, which may also extend the time taken to 
determination an application.  

Officers will continue to monitor determination dates to ensure that where necessary an extension 
of time to determine is sought and agreed with the applicant.  In the case that no agreement is 
reached then the risk of refunding application fees will inevitably increase.  In the case of 
applications that are deferred at Committee it may be necessary to consider re-convening the 



meeting or holding a separate special meeting out with the normal Committee cycle in order to 
ensure timescales are met. 

The Leader has responded to the Minister’s letter expressing concern over the introduction of 
Regulation 9 and requesting information or evidence as to why this approach has been adopted 
and how it will improve the planning process.    The Committee will be advised if or when a 
response is received. 
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